


Antigone

Based on the play by Sophocles
Adapted for the stage by Greg Banks
Directed by Greg Banks

ENJOYED BY

Experience the intensity in this
passionate, deeply contemporary
performance. When you witness
Antigone you will quite literally stand,

as if at a concert or club, with actors and musicians all around you.
It's more than being on the edge of your seat, it’s never sitting down!
It’'s a whole new way to do theatre - it takes guts. And it takes guts
to stand up to the most powerful man in the country; especially
when you're 15. Antigone has guts, and she is in a stand off with

King Creon. Where do you stand?

A SYNOPSIS crree STORY -

Antigone knows the sentence is death,
but her brother’s body must be buried or
his soul will never rest. King Creon has
ruled that Polynices was a traitor, and his
body is to be left unburied, food for dogs
- a disgraceful death. Anyone who defies
the ruling will be killed. Antigone is
undaunted. She goes to Ismene for help,
but her sister is afraid to defy the king. So
Antigone alone covers Polynices’ body
with earth, is caught and brought before
Creon. He coaxes her to lie; he has the
power to implement a cover up. After all,
his son, Haemon, is betrothed to the girl,
and Creon doesn’t want a scandal.
Antigone says no, she’'d rather die than
lie. And she refuses to let her brother lie
unburied. Both Creon and Antigone
believe what they are doing is right and
nothing will change their course. They are
at a stand off.

Antigone descends from a cursed family
tree. The daughter of Oedipus - the king
of Thebes who unknowingly killed his
father and married his mother - she was
left behind when he was exiled. Oedipus
decreed that Antigone’s brother, Etocles,
would rule and then, after a set time, turn

over the kingship to his younger brother.
But, when Polynices sought his turn to
rule, Etocles would not step down. There
was a war, and the two brothers killed
each other in combat. Now the new king,
Antigone’s uncle, Creon, has declared
that Etocles died a valiant death, but
Polynices was a traitor. His body will rot
unburied.

Antigone will not accept it; she demands
to bury her brother. Enraged, Creon
orders Antigone to be sealed in a stone
cave to die. Haemon reasons with his
father to change his mind, but to no avail.
Then the blind seer, Tiresias, comes to
Creon and successfully convinces him to
reverse his decision: “It is not right to kill
and kill again.” Creon rushes to the cave
to free Antigone, but he is too late. She
has hanged herself, and Haemon, discov-
ering her body, has impaled himself on
his sword. Creon is stunned and grief
stricken. Then a messenger comes with
the final blow: Creon’s wife, on hearing
her son is dead, has slain herself. Creon’s
pride has cost him everything. If only he
had heeded that one fifteen year-old
voice.
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The promenade theatrical style in which Antigone is
done keeps the play “in your face.” It keeps it real. It
happens. That is exactly what Sophocles intended
when he wrote it almost 2,500 years ago. The
original play begins at dawn, the morning after the
battle that kills Oedipus’ sons. In Greek theatre, the
first performance began precisely at dawn.

Sophocles first wrote Antigone on the other side of
the world (Athens, Greece) in 442 B.C.E. Amazing! 2
Antigone is a powerful play that rings true in any
time. It shouts with the voice of the rebel into the
status quo and asks us to examine where we personally
stand on essential issues such as:

* Pride: In both Greek culture and our own, pride is regarded as dangerous. “Pride
goeth before a fall,” we say. We also say, “Stand tall; be proud of who you are.” Both
Antigone and Creon are proud. When do you consider pride a good quality? When
and/or how does it go bad?

* Individual Conscience and Social Law: You've heard the phrase, “Some laws were
meant to be broken.” What does that mean? Is it true? Antigone is a potent text of
resistance against corrupt power. How might that apply in our own time?

* Sexism: Antigone breaks a fundamental cultural rule; she - a female - refuses to be
passive. Creon’s identity is at stake in their conflict, not just as king, but also as a man.
Identify a conflict where you can see the stakes are raised by gender difference.
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Antigone, by Sophocles. (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) Oxford U.
Antigone defies her uncle, Creon, the new ruler, who prohibited the burial of her
dead brother; they enact a primal conflict. (ages 12 and up)

Feed, by M.T. Anderson. In a future where most people have computer
implants in their heads to control their environment, a boy meets an unusual
girl who is in serious trouble. (ages 12 to 18)

Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on
the Board, by Bethany Hamilton. Loss of her arm can’t keep a teenage girl
Jfrom surfing, after a shark attack. (ages 12 and up)

To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. The conscience of a town steeped in
prejudice, violence, and hypocrisy is pricked by the quiet heroism of one man's
struggle for justice. (ages 12 and up)
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