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The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient 
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony® Award for
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public
performances, school matinees, community
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director  
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

The Children’s Theatre Company
2006–2007 FAMILY GUIDE 

Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Designed by Jen Clough

Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
Children's, Teen's and World Languages Selection
Librarian, Hennepin County Library System. 
Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.

The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the 
2006–07 FAMILY GUIDE.

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.
Welcome 

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers, 

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be 

told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you’ve been waiting to hear. 

It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and 

budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together. 

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family 

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds 

peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is 

coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk 

and question and do things together, based on suggestions you 

find here. 

It begins now, so please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.

Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

What is a season and when does it begin?
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The BFG
(Big Friendly Giant)
Based on the book by Roald Dahl
Adapted for the stage by David Wood
Directed by David Schweizer

Sophie is an orphan, which can be
lonely. The Big Friendly Giant likes

human beings which for a giant can be lonely, too. Most giants don’t
like people – except for supper. It’s no surprise Sophie and the BFG
become best friends. He talks all squiff-squiddly, and she 
understands perfectly.  But wait, he’s a giant! She’s a little girl! Their
fantastic friendship is pure Roald Dahl. Wickedly funny, surprising,
and enhanced with the magical reality of brilliant puppetry.

•  A S Y N O P S I S O F T H E S T O R Y •

One night Sophie is awakened by a moon-
beam. She knows she needs to stay in bed or
Mrs. Clonkers, who runs the orphanage, will
be angry, but she wants to see what the
world looks like at midnight. She creeps to
the window and sees…a giant! He plucks her
out of her window and takes her away to his
cave in Giant Country. He can’t have her
“scuddling around yodelling the news” that
she’s seen a giant. (He has a wonderful and
unique way of talking). Since Sophie has seen
him, the Big Friendly Giant can’t let her go
back to the orphanage. The good news is he
won’t eat her, like any other giant would do. 

This human gobbling that the other giants
are doing is terrible! They kidnap and eat chil-
dren all over the world. Neither Sophie nor
the BFG like it – to say the least. They do like
each other, though. They have a lot in com-
mon. They both think snozzcumbers, the
BFG’s main food, taste awful! Frobscottle,
though, is a delicious drink! (Even though it
causes whizpoppers – farts – something
humans think are rude, but giants enjoy
immensely). 

The BFG is a dream-blowing giant. He col-
lects dreams in jars, and blows them into the
bedrooms of sleeping children. Some dreams

are lovely, but others are nightmares! One
night, while dreamcatching, Sophie and the
BFG overhear the giants, Meatdripper,
Fleshlumpeater, and Bloodbottler planning
to go to England to eat children. The friends
must tell the Queen! They go to Buckingham
Palace and end up having breakfast with a
very surprised Queen.

The English Queen gets reports that children
have indeed been eaten and confers with the
Queen of Sweden who confirms that her
country’s children have been disappearing,
too, eaten by giants. This calls for war! The
BFG helps the Army and Airforce hatch a
plan to go to Giant Land and capture the
child-eating monsters. Helicopters fly over
Meatdripper, Fleshlumpeater, and
Bloodbottler as they sleep, soldiers tie them
in ropes, and fly them to London Zoo where
they are dropped in a colossal hole in the
Zoo.

The BFG is awarded the Queen’s Medal for
Gigantic Courage on behalf of England and
the whole world; Sophie is invited to live at
Buckingham Palace. And even though the
BFG walks off into the sunset, we know that,
as long as Sophie lives in the palace, he will
be back. 

ENJOYED BY

ALL
AGES

SPONSORED BY
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Things to imagine, think about and do

Check it Out!

• This is Roald Dahl, the author of The BFG (and James and the Giant
Peach, Matilda, and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory). With an 
imagination like his, what do you think he might have named his dogs?
Maybe Snozzcumber and Whizpopper?

• Quentin Blake illustrated many of Roald Dahl’s
books, and this is how he drew the Big Friendly

Giant. Draw what you think a giant looks like. Draw
several different kinds – or make them out of clay, or cookie
dough – and see which ones look friendly.

• The BFG uses words that sound familiar and made up at the
same time. Does your family have any words that work that
way? What are they (and where did they come from)?

• A snozzcumber looks a little like a lumpy cucumber. What do
you think a turnish would look like? A whooplebaga? An 
apricoodle? Name a vegetable or fruit you’d like to see on the
table at your house.

• Nobody would have guessed that Sophie and the BFG would
become friends. Think of two people you know who are unlikely friends. What is it
that makes them friends?
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The Boy Who Loved Words, by Roni Schotter. After helping a poet find the
perfect words for his poem (lozenge, lemon, and licorice), a boy learns his 
purpose is to spread the word to people in need. (ages 5 to 10)

Frindle, by Andrew Clements. A clever boy invents a new word in response to
his 5th grade teacher who loves words, and begins a chain of events that moves
beyond his control. (ages 8 to12)

Inkdrinker, by Eric Sanvoisin. A boy who hates books discovers an inkdrinking
vampire in his father's bookshop and follows him to his underground vault.
(ages 8 to 12)

My Friend the Enemy, by J. B. Cheaney. During World War II, a girl becomes
friends with a Japanese-American boy she discovers being hidden by her 
neighbor. (ages 8 to 12)




