


Welcome

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.

What is a season and when does it begin?

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers,

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be
told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you've been waiting to hear.
It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and
budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together.

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds
peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is
coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk
and question and do things together, based on suggestions you

find here.

Itv begms IlOW, s0 please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.
Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient The Children’s Theatre Company
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony* Award for 2006-2007 FAMILY GUIDE
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship Designed by Jen Clough
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
performances, school matinees, community C.hildr.en‘s, Teen's ;nd World Ifanguages Selection
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs Ll.b,ra“an’. Hennepm county L1brar.y system.

Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director

X ) . The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the
2006-07 FAMILY GUIDE.
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br seuss’ HOW the
Grinch Stole
Christmas

Based on the book How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss

Script and Lyrics by Timothy Mason ¢ Music by Mel Marvin
Directed by Matthew Howe

AGES

After five years on Mount Crumpit,
the Grinch is back! The story of your

N J

favorite, furry meanie with a heart two sizes too small and the Who
with a coo like a dove is pure Seuss - set to rollicking song and
dance. It's Christmas in Whoville, and you can almost smell the roast
beast! It’s precisely the time of year for the Grinch to learn the
perennial lesson - it’s not the trappings that matter, it’s what'’s inside
that counts. Silly, joyful, tender; this one is a blast!

A SYNOPSIS ocrree STORY

You might know the story. The grouchy, old
Grinch lives on top of Mount Crumpit far
away from the Whos down in Whoville.
That’s good, because who would want to
live near him?! He’s mean, and he’s grumpy,
he’s sneaky, he’s sour, and nothing annoys
him more than Christmas.

Whos. His plan succeeds beautifully, and
also fails miserably. Although he steals all
the trappings of Christmas, he can’t steal the
heart of the holiday. He can steal the noise,
but not the music; the feast, but not the fam-
ily; not the hope; not the joy. So there comes
the moment we all wait for, when his heart

outgrows its old moldy mold. The Grinch
feels the holiday all the way down to his toes,
and we know he'll never be the same again.

One year the Grinch cannot stand any more.
He forces his faithful dog, Max, to assist him
as he ruins everything for the unsuspecting

Every year when it's winter and gets dark and cold
We all come together and stories are told
That lighten our hearts and make us feel new.
It's something that humans - and Whos - need to do.

We need to light candles, sing songs; be together. &

We can’t let our souls catch a cold from the weather.

There are zillions of ways to make holidays happen:

Traditions and games and GIFTS all made to tap in
To glorious joy!

But you know you can’t buy it.
You CAN love each other and every year try it
Again. Look for ways to give your spirit wings;
Escape all the static; hear what your heart sings.

Can it be it's that simple? Just stop? Just sit still?
Make a crack in your time so PEACE has space to fill.
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Things to iIMagine, think about and do

* Dr. Seuss wrote the story of the Grinch at the dawn
of the advertising age. He was there when the corpo-
rate, consumer culture began to invade every nook
and cranny of the winter holiday season, and he was
there to shout, “STOP!” So many of our expectations
of the season are determined by mass media -
merchants competing for our attention, telling us we
NEED what they SELL. As you wander through the
malls or surf the channels this winter, see if you can L %1
notice and talk about how cleverly marketers try to [ \

crawl inside our hearts. ’

* This play reminds us that people are not always what they seem, and people can
change. It reminds us that people, even very small people, can have great impact
on others. The way we treat each other every day is more important than the
presents we give each other on special occasions. Some evening around the
dinner table you can play the Invisible Presents game: Have one person begin by
saying something good that someone else at the table has done that helped the
speaker somehow. This was an Invisible Present. Go around the circle until
everyone has had at least one turn.

« At first glance, it may seem that the play is about the Christmas holiday alone,
but actually the story is a fable that applies to any holiday. It gets us thinking about
what holidays mean. What is your family’s favorite holiday ritual and the
meaning behind it?
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The Bad Beginning, by Lemony Snicket. The three Baudelaire orphans
depend on each other when it turns out that their guardian is determined to use
any means necessary to get their fortune. (ages 8 to 12)

Ruby Lu, Brave and True, by Lenore Look. Almost-eight-year-old Ruby Lu
goes to Chinese school, performs magic tricks, and has adventures with both old
and new friends. (ages 6 to 10)

The Truth Cookie, by Fiona Dunbar. Two friends find a strange recipe book
and try to outwit a wicked stepmother-to-be and her son with a special cookie
that makes them tell the truth. (ages 8 to 12)

Whales on Stilts, by M.T. Anderson. A shy middle-school student and her

[friends must foil the plot of her father's conniving boss to conquer the world
using an army of whales. (ages 8 to 12)
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