


2 WELCOME

The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient 
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony® Award for
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public
performances, school matinees, community
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director  
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

The Children’s Theatre Company
2006–2007 FAMILY GUIDE 

Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Designed by Jen Clough

Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
Children's, Teen's and World Languages Selection
Librarian, Hennepin County Library System. 
Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.

The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the 
2006–07 FAMILY GUIDE.

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.
Welcome 

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers, 

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be 

told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you’ve been waiting to hear. 

It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and 

budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together. 

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family 

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds 

peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is 

coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk 

and question and do things together, based on suggestions you 

find here. 

It begins now, so please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.

Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

What is a season and when does it begin?
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The Lost Boys
of Sudan
By Lonnie Carter • Directed by Peter C. Brosius

From war-torn Sudan with its drought,
crocodiles and guerrilla soldiers, three
teenage boys band together and flee,
eventually arriving in Fargo, North

Dakota where there are new dangers: malls, video games and
Cheetos. Theirs is a heroic survival story lit with songs and laughter.
Spoken in a world beat rhythm and sometimes narrated by a chorus
of cattle reminiscent of Greek tragedy – updated – Lost Boys takes
place in the eternal present. Tough, hopeful, searing, and haunting;
these boys are unforgettable. 

Deep in the bush, Sudanese boys move from
water hole to water hole herding the cattle
on which village economy depends. It is part
of coming of age, and it is in this neutral
zone, during a brutal and bloody civil war,
that three boys of the Dinka tribe meet: A.I.
Josh, T-Mac Sam and K-Gar Ollie, are from
three regions, but one tribe; they speak dif-
ferent dialects and believe in different gods,
but they share one dream of water, safety,
and peace for themselves and their cattle.

Torn from their families and forced to flee or
die, the three boys team up and move
toward what they hope is a better place.
Relief workers take them away from their
beloved cows, to the oil fields which spew
fuel. When the fields burn, A.I., T-Mac and K-
Gar set out on foot for a refugee camp in
Kenya, one thousand miles away.

They forage for roots and berries, dodge
guerrilla soldiers, and are nearly conscripted
by every remnant of every colonial power
that finds them.  They push south across the
crocodile infested Gilo River, and on to
Camp Kakuma. Thousands of boys are
already there with food, a school, and a set-
tlement program to relocate some of the
boys in America.

A.I., T-Mac, and K-Gar are air-lifted out of
everything they know and flown to North
Dakota! They have no idea what to expect in
Fargo, especially the cold. They are given
coats and an apartment. The kitchen is full of
unfamiliar – even unrecognisable – food.
Everything is surprisingly new. For example,
there are doors everywhere, on microwaves,
cabinets and rooms! They have never seen
so many doors.

They begin to learn a new way of life – in and
out of school. They learn that, in America,
war is a video game you pay to play while
anger management is an appropriate
response to conflict. That cows are for tip-
ping or milking or rodeo riding, but never for
loving or sleeping against. They learn all 
4-H’s, locker combinations, community serv-
ice, basketball, and Shakespeare. They learn
about foster families that can’t begin to
understand what they know, and how a GED
proves they know something. They learn
love happens in any language and that
cocoa comes after Christmas carols. Then
they graduate. A.I., T-Mac, and K-Gar go in
vastly different directions. Once more, they
have survived.

ENJOYED BY

AGES
15+

•  A S Y N O P S I S O F T H E S T O R Y •
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Check it Out!

Things to imagine, think about and do

Who are the Lost Boys?
“In 1987, a civil war
drove an estimated
twenty thousand young
boys from their families
and villages in Southern
Sudan. The youngest no
more than six or seven
years old, they fled to
Ethiopia to escape death
or induction into slavery and the northern army.
They walked a thousand miles through lion and
crocodile country, eating mud to stave off thirst
and starvation. Wandering for years, more than
half of them died before reaching the Kenyan
refugee camp, Kakuma. The survivors of this
tragic exodus became known to the world as the
“Lost Boys of Sudan.” Through the next fourteen
years of loss and suffering, these remarkable
young men pursued their educational goals in
the UN refugee camp. In 2001, nearly 4,000
“Lost Boys” came to the United States seeking
peace, freedom, and education.”

Harvested 5/30/06 from 
www.lostboysofsudan.com

Photo: One survivor in America, Santino Majok Chuor
www.news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/3602724.stm

The Walking of the Many. Painting
by David Kumcieng, aged 15,
Sudanese, Kakuma refugee camp.
"We wanted to run, but we had to
walk because we were tired and
so hot and hungry. In my picture
the people are wearing clothes,
but of course we didn't have any
clothes. We saw people dying, it
was always the young ones, the
hungry ones, and the old ones." 

from One Day We Had to Run!,
Refugee Children tell Their Stories
in Words and Paintings.

Harvested from 
www.pbs.org/pov/pov2004/lostboysofsudan/special_oneday.html

Lost Boys of Sudan (DVD) Follows two teenage Sudanese boys who left one life behind
and traveled to the United States learning to cope with the unfamiliar complexities of 
contemporary American society. (ages 12 to adult) Also http://www.lostboysfilm.com/
an extremely complete site containing history and geography of Sudan and the 
surrounding area as well as personal stories, study questions and more. 

Making it Home: Real-life Stories From Children Forced to Flee, by Beverley
Naidoo. Children all over the world speak about being forced to flee from their homes as
refugees. (ages 10 to 16) 

They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky: The True Story of Three Lost Boys from
Sudan, by Alephonsion Deng. Boys under seven flee after attacks on their villages 
during the Sudanese civil war. (ages 12 to adult)

Year of No Rain, by Alice Mead. In 1999, when rebel soldiers come to their village in
southern Sudan, Stephen and his friends escape but hope to be able to return again.
(ages 10 to 14)




