


2 WELCOME

The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient 
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony® Award for
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public
performances, school matinees, community
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director  
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

The Children’s Theatre Company
2006–2007 FAMILY GUIDE 

Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Designed by Jen Clough

Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
Children's, Teen's and World Languages Selection
Librarian, Hennepin County Library System. 
Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.

The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the 
2006–07 FAMILY GUIDE.

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.
Welcome 

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers, 

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be 

told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you’ve been waiting to hear. 

It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and 

budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together. 

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family 

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds 

peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is 

coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk 

and question and do things together, based on suggestions you 

find here. 

It begins now, so please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.

Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

What is a season and when does it begin?
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Tale of a West Texas
Marsupial Girl
Text by Lisa D’Amour • Music and Story Consultation
by Sxip Shirey • Adapted from a short play by Lisa D’Amour
Directed by Whit MacLaughlin

Some stories start a long time ago.
Some start in your own backyard.
This one starts in Texas. Is it true or is

it a tall tale? The truth is, it’s both! It’s a contemporary fable about
growing up (inside and out) that unfolds with all the imagination of
fine storytelling tradition. Plus, the Marsupial Girl comes alive to a
rockabilly, country, bluesy and funky beat that starts with the 
eccentric narrator, Dr. Pouch, and fills the world of the play. She’s 
a spitfire, this one.

One day, somewhere in West Texas, a girl is
born. She’s got beautiful toes, a beautiful
nose, all her tiny fingers and all her tiny toes
but, holy puppy on a peach tree, she is
something else!  Something a bit like a kan-
garoo!! This girl is about 95% girl and about
5% marsupial. In other words, she’s got a
pouch. It might seem that a built in pocket
would come in handy, but it doesn’t always
work that way.

The day the Marsupial Girl (MG) is born all
the doctors quit and the nurses walk out.
The town isn’t ready to accept this kind of
different. As Dr. Pouch, the man who makes
most of the sounds in this West Texas world
and who talks a wonderful, wacky slang
knows right off, “Ohhh…this is gonna make
people nervous!” Oh, yes, and when people
are “nervous,” people are mean. The
Marsupial Girl and her mama live mostly on
their own out on the edge of town. MG does
have a marvelous relationship with Dr. Pouch
who is a little like a favorite uncle, and one
precious friend, Sue, who knows some of the
secrets of the wonderful pouch, but when
Marsupial Girl goes to school their friendship
falls on hard times.

MG’s  first lessons at school happen outside
the classroom. Sue betrays her to be part of
the popular crowd who gossip, bully, and are
just plain mean. Barely anybody tries to
understand what it’s like to be so different.
And she is different. She can do things - like
steal the voice right out of somebody’s
throat, and put in her pouch. At first, she only
steals meanness, but when everybody
expects the worst of her, she stops trying to
be her best. She gets blamed for stealing a
knife that Sue stole to impress two other
girls, and soon she starts stealing whatever
she can.

She steals insults, questions, bubble gum, a
Barbie doll, cigarettes, and ribbons right out
of a girl’s hair. She puts it all in her pouch. She
insults her teacher, her mother, even Dr.
Pouch and keeps stealing until there’s noth-
ing left but her and her – big – huge – pouch.
Now she’s really lonesome. But Sue comes
back. She admits she is the one who stole
the knife and she helps the Marsupial Girl
unpack her pouch. Together they put the
world back in order, and in the process help
other people understand that MG’s just plain
different. And that’s a wonderful thing.

ENJOYED BY

AGES
6+

•  A S Y N O P S I S O F T H E S T O R Y •
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Things to imagine, think about and do
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Check it Out!
Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hyponotism, by Georgia Byng. Unlucky
and unloved, Molly Moon, living in a dreary orphanage in a small English town,
discovers a hidden talent for hypnotism. (ages 8 to 12) 

Princess Academy, by Shannon Hale. While attending a strict academy for
potential princesses, fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and 
connections to her homeland. (ages 8 to 12) 

Roxie and the Hooligans, by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Roxie follows Uncle
Dangerfoot's advice on how to survive any crisis when she’s stranded on an
island with a gang of school bullies. (ages 6 to 10) 

Sahara Special, by Esme Rajii Codell. Her father is gone, and Sahara struggles
to get a fresh start with a new and unique teacher who supports the individuality
of each of her classmates. (ages 8 to 12)

• This play is about a girl born with ONE marsupial trait – a pouch. Imagine a boy
or girl born with a trait from another species. What would Amphibian Boy look like
or Flamingo Girl? Draw what you envision. How do you think the person you drew
would get along in your school, or at your office, or in your family? Would any 
special skill they had make up for how hard it would be? If so, what might it be?

Kangaroo:
Mammals with

pouches are called
Marsupials. Kangaroos
and Koalas are
Marsupials.  

To find out more, go to: 
www.kidcyber.com.au and
look for: Mammals, Marsupials

and Monotremes, 
OR 

www.enchantedlearning.com/color-
ing/marsupial.shtml Scroll down to
find more Marsupials than you might
have known existed: Bandicoots,
Bilbys, Ekaltadetas Kangaroos, Ringtail
Possums, Sugar Gliders, Tasmanian
Devils, Tasmanian Tigers,  Virginia
Opossums, Wallabys, and Wombats!

Girl:
A girl is a female human being

in the process of growing
up. Often subject to 
teasing, bullying, and feel-
ing like an outsider, she is

trying to figure out who she is
and whether it is wonderful or
horrible to feel different from
just about everybody else on

the planet. (This is also true for
boys, who are male human beings in
the process of doing the same things.)

“Do you ever hear a voice inside you?… A voice
that tells you everything's going to be OK? 
A voice that warns you when you're getting
ready to do the wrong thing?... Well mine comes
out in the open air! That's how I'm different.” 

– Marsupial Girl




