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The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient 
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony® Award for
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public
performances, school matinees, community
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director  
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

The Children’s Theatre Company
2006–2007 FAMILY GUIDE 

Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Designed by Jen Clough

Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
Children's, Teen's and World Languages Selection
Librarian, Hennepin County Library System. 
Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.

The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the 
2006–07 FAMILY GUIDE.

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.
Welcome 

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers, 

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be 

told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you’ve been waiting to hear. 

It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and 

budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together. 

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family 

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds 

peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is 

coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk 

and question and do things together, based on suggestions you 

find here. 

It begins now, so please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.

Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

What is a season and when does it begin?
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Seussical
Book by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty
Based on the works of Dr. Seuss
Co-conceived by Eric Idle • Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens
Music by Stephen Flaherty • Directed by Matthew Howe

Oh, the thinks you can think if you
think without ink, when you outgrow
the page and hop onto a stage. This
musical extravaganza uses all the

imagination you can conjure and melds three classics - Horton Hears
a Who, Horton Hatches the Egg, and Gertrude McFuzz - into one
wild musical ride. The Cat in the Hat pops in and out, Yertle the Turtle
makes a cameo appearance, and you never know which Who is
around what corner! It’s got laughs; it’s got smarts; it’s got tunes; it’s
got hearts! It’s pure Dr. Seuss.

One day while walking by the River Walloo,
Horton the Elephant hears a small noise. It’s
a very faint yelp, as if some tiny person is
calling for help! The sound comes from a
dust speck, a world to the Whos, whose
planet is tumbling through space, out of
control. Horton immediately vows to be their
protector. Unfortunately, he is the only one
in the jungle who can hear the Whos,
and he is ridiculed. He has one solitary
supporter, Gertrude McFuzz, a bird
with a one-feather tail, but she’s too
shy to tell him so.

A fancy bird named Mayzie takes
Gertrude under her wing and tips
her off to a Doctor Dake that can
give her a pill that can make her feel
more beautiful. This pill will give Gertrude
the kind of luxurious multi-feathered tail
she’s been dreaming of, and she can’t wait to
try it. And if one pill is good, surely more will
be better!

About this time a gang of monkeys, the
Wickersham brothers, snatch Horton’s dust
speck and give it to an eagle who drops it
into a hundred-mile-wide patch of clover.
Horton looks for his friends one clover at a

time, until he meets Mayzie, a restless bird
with an egg to hatch. Horton agrees to climb
a tree and sit on Mayzie’s egg while she flies
away for an afternoon break - which lasts for
51 weeks!

But Horton has promised, so he sits on that
egg through winter – through hunters –

through an ocean journey. He sits there as
he’s sold to the Circus McGurkus where,
at last, Gertrude finds him and brings

him the clover that holds the Whos!! She’s
discovered that her artificially induced tail
was a mistake. Her one feather tail suits her
best. Then Mayzie flies by and decides

she’s not coming back; Horton can
keep her egg. Also, the Wickersham

brothers are back – with two kangaroos!
They take Horton to court and charge him
with talking to a speck, disturbing the peace,
and loitering on an egg. He’s found guilty on
all counts. He’ll be locked up, and the dust
speck will be boiled in oil! Who will save the
Whos? A young Who boy who finds the
courage to speak a brand new word that
everyone hears. Now they all want to help
protect the Whos. A world has been saved,
an egg has been hatched, it’s a happy end-
ing! Now how about that-ch!  

ENJOYED BY

ALL
AGES

•  A S Y N O P S I S O F T H E S T O R Y •
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The Field Guide, by Tony DeTerlizzi. Children stay at their Great Aunt's worn
Victorian house, discover a field guide to fairies and other creatures, and have
unusual experiences. (ages 8 to 12)

Lucy Rose, Here's the Thing About Me, by Katy Kelly. Lucy Rose keeps a
diary of the first year she spends time with her grandparents and the way she
makes new friends. (ages 6 to 10) 

Mary Poppins, by P.L. Travers.  The wind brings four children a new nanny
who slides up the banister and introduces them to some delightful people and
experiences. (ages 8 to 12)

Project Mulberry, by Linda Sue Park. A Korean-American girl and her friend,
Patrick, learn not just about silkworms, but also about tolerance, prejudice,
friendship, patience, and more. (ages 8 to 12)
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Check it Out!

Things to imagine, think about and do

• Horton is famous for two sayings, and both are worth
thinking about. First is what Horton says as he protects the
Whos: “A person’s a person, no matter how small.” What
does it mean to be small? It means more than just size; it
means not having much control. Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss)
wrote Horton Hears a Who about people who forget
their responsibility to protect those less powerful
than themselves. His lesson can apply to countries,
or to a 3rd grader facing a bully on the playground.
What are some other examples?

• Horton also says, “I meant what I said, and I said what
I meant. An elephant’s faithful one hundred percent!”
Horton Hatches the Egg is about keeping promises; doing
what you say you will do…even when it’s difficult. Think of
a time when you kept a promise – no matter what – and
you were glad you did. Is keeping a promise important even if things don’t work out?
What do you think?

• Gertrude McFuzz is a story reminding us that wanting something is different than 
having it. Have you ever wanted something a lot, and then once you got it realized you
didn’t much like it? Tell the story. Gertrude also reminds us to be careful of wanting what
someone is selling us, and asks us to wonder whether having MORE is always better than
having just a little. Think of examples of having TOO MUCH – even of a good thing.

• Imagination is Dr. Seuss’ speciality. Some people say that imagination is the only way
we’ll change the world, and Dr. Seuss has certainly changed ours. What kinds of changes
do you think Dr. Seuss would like to see us make in the world? (If you’re not sure, read
about the Lorax, the Sneetches, the Butter Battle and Yertle the Turle…for starters!)




