


2 WELCOME

The Children’s Theatre Company, recipient 
of the 2003 Regional Theatre Tony® Award for
sustained artistic excellence, is nationally and
internationally acclaimed as America’s flagship
theatre for young people and families. Each
year, The Children’s Theatre Company’s public
performances, school matinees, community
programs, and Theatre Arts Training Programs
serve nearly 350,000 people.

Peter C. Brosius, Artistic Director  
Teresa Eyring, Managing Director

The Children’s Theatre Company
2006–2007 FAMILY GUIDE 

Developed and written by Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Designed by Jen Clough

Related Reading Consultant, Wendy Woodfill,
Children's, Teen's and World Languages Selection
Librarian, Hennepin County Library System. 
Visit the library online at www.hclib.org.

The Children’s Theatre Company thanks Thomson-West
for its generous support in underwriting the printing of the 
2006–07 FAMILY GUIDE.

to the 2006-07 CTC Season Family Guide.
Welcome 

For us it begins with listening to children, teachers, 

and librarians. It begins with stories that simply have to be 

told. Ones you’ve heard and ones you’ve been waiting to hear. 

It begins with artists - wonderful artists - and visions and 

budgets. Reserve special time to come to the theatre together. 

It begins as you anticipate the experiences your family 

will share. It begins with this Family Guide, which holds 

peeks and glimpses and plans and expectations about what is 

coming. It begins as you choose together, read together, talk 

and question and do things together, based on suggestions you 

find here. 

It begins now, so please use this Guide to experience all

the richness available to you in each of the productions to come.

Which ones will suit you? Which ones will you choose? Let’s begin.

What is a season and when does it begin?
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The Watsons Go
to Birmingham
– 1963
By Christopher Paul Curtis
Adapted for the stage by Kevin Willmott
Directed by Clinton Turner Davis

It’s 1963 and the Watsons are going on
a road trip; 10-year-old Kenny is our

guide as we join them. All five pile into the Brown Bomber, the family
car, and head south. This off-the-wall, funny and affectionate family
can laugh out loud in the midst of crises – big and little – and that’s
good. 1963 is a time of smoldering racial tension in Birmingham, and
they know there will be powerful lessons to be learned. They will face
more than they bargain for, and they’ll gain more, too. 

Flint, Michigan gets COLD in the winter, pro-
viding gentle family friction in the Watson
household. Momma (Winona) is from
Birmingham and likes to rib Dad (Daniel)
about dragging her to the giant ice box of the
Midwest. Momma and Daddy are usually of
one mind, especially when it comes to their
oldest son. Byron has turned “cool,” which has
nothing to do with the temperature. His
younger brother, Kenny, calls him “an official
juvenile delinquent,” and Kenny, unlike Byron,
doesn’t lie.

Byron straightens his hair like his “hoodlum
buddy”, Buphead, and his parents are out-
raged. When Byron burns toilet paper in the
bathroom, it’s the last straw! They decide to
take Byron south to Grandma Sands for the
summer. She is a wise and world-wise woman
who takes no nonsense. If anybody can
straighten Byron out, she can.

Joetta (the youngest), Kenny, Byron and their
folks, pile into the family’s 1948 Plymouth, and
head to Birmingham. They listen to music,
crack each other up, drive each other crazy,
and Daniel talks about things that are hap-
pening in the south. It’s 1963, and the fight for
Civil Rights is raging full force. In Birmingham,
they begin to realize what that means. The
children learn about Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr., the struggle for integration, and how pro-
testors, even children, have been brutalized
with fire hoses.

They also learn how dangerous it is to be
black in the south. A policeman who sees
their Michigan license plate stops them for
being agitators. He calls Daniel “nigger” and
“boy;” the children “nigras,” and tells them to
get their “black asses” out of the car. He beats
Daniel, and when Byron protests, puts a gun
to his head. Mr. Robert, Grandma’s man-
friend, placates the officer by saying Daniel
and Byron are “ignorant northern boys.” He
says, “I’ma school ‘em, Boss.” The officer lets
them go, but destroys the record player in
their car for spite. Winona knows nothing of
this, and reproves her mother, a deaconess in
the church, for living with Mr. Robert.

One Sunday, Grandma Sands and Joetta go
to church. Kenny sleeps late and dreams hard
dreams. Suddenly there is an explosion off-
stage. Someone has bombed the church!
Joetta could have been killed (four little girls
were) – but she was outside, just like in
Kenny’s dream. Kenny is traumatized. Only
Byron can bring him around. So, ultimately,
the whole family goes back to Flint together.
Byron has learned what it is to be part of a
family.
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Things to imagine, think about and do

Check it Out!

• The Watson family is a very realistic bundle of laughter, discipline, problems
and just plain day to day living. They go on a road trip together all the way from
Flint, Michigan to Birmingham, Alabama. Get out an atlas and see how far that
is. Look for a route they might take. 1963 is before the days of portable DVD
players and fast food restaurants on every corner. How do you think they might
have spent their time on the road?

• It is difficult to understand the kind of
hatred that motivates some of the actions
in The Watsons Go to Birmingham.
Unfortunately, racism is still alive in our
world today and it’s important to look at
the history of the struggle to change that.
The photographs here are a glimpse at
some of the actual events mentioned in
the play. 

• Talk together about Martin Luther King,
Jr. Read one of the books below, and talk
about whether or how things are different
now than they were in 1963.

A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968, by
Diane McWhorter. History of the modern Civil Rights movement focused on
events between 1954 and1968. (ages 8 to 12)

El Lector, by William Durbin. Bella’s Aunt Lola is arrested after a union meet-
ing, and she must find a way to save her family and her dreams. (ages 8 to 12)

Gentle’s Holler, by Kerry Madden. In the early 1960s, a twelve-year-old song-
writer dreams of seeing the world beyond Maggie Valley, North Carolina, but her
large family comes first. (ages 8 to 12)

Ida B and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save
the World, by Katherine Hannigan. A girl is home-schooled until her parents
must send her to public school. (ages 8 to 12)

A newspaper photograph of the four girls killed in the
bombing of the Sixth Street Baptist Church.

Martin
Luther
King, Jr.

Birmingham, 1963, ©

Charles Moore,
Photographer




